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Greetings,
Everywhere you go, people seem distracted and busy. They’re rushing
to work, running errands, lamenting over the news, or incessantly
scrolling on their phone, sometimes for business, frequently for no
reason at all. If we don’t stop ourselves, we can become workaholics,
phone addicts, or sad cynics, always worried there is something we
need to do, all the while wondering if the mad rush we are in actually
changes anything at all.
Then, all of a sudden, summer starts and people rush to the water.
There are no phones in the lake. There are no meetings on the beach.
It’s hard to be too serious or cynical wearing sandals. In the sunshine
and on the sand, we can forget for a moment about what is going
wrong in the world. We can breathe easy and remember that God may
have made life hard, but he also made it beautiful. We may be made to
work, but we are also made to rest. After all, people are meant to be
happy—and it’s pretty hard not to be happy on the beach.

Let's reach everyone who knows a better way is possible. Forward this issue to your friends and invite them to sign up for ALIGN.

The Better Alternative

We’ve got nothing against Brazil, but whenever folks sport Havaianas
flip-flops, we know they could be wearing a great American-made
sandal instead—especially when you consider that Havaianas is
actually derived from the Portuguese for “Hawaiians.” Why not get
something actually made in Hawaii? Island Slippers (they call flipflops “slippers” in Hawaii) is a family-owned business in Oahu that
makes some comfortable looking sandals.
Round out your island style with some clothing from Aloha Beach
Club. Trunks, Hawaiian shirts, shorts, pants, hats—despite most
clothes nowadays coming from abroad, Aloha Beach Club makes it all
in America. Not to mention, even though they’re based on the coast,
they don’t seem to have drunk the woke Kool-Aid that most coastdwellers have imbibed.
There’s also Birdwell with hand-made bathing suits and other warmweather clothes crafted right here in the U.S.A. Founded in 1961,
they also offer a lifetime guarantee on manufacturing, material, and
workmanship. Now that’s something you don’t see every day.

If you know of a business that shares your values, let us know so we can spread the word.

Business Spotlight
No beach trip is complete without a few key accessories. First, you
need your sunglasses. Forget your pride-themed Ray Bans or Madein-China Oakley’s. Pick up American Optical instead. Not only are
they crafted in America since 1833—they made the sunglasses worn
by the Apollo 11 astronauts. Also, they just look cool.
Before you jump in the water, if you want to survive out there you’ve
got to know where your towel is. No foreign towel will do. Deck
Towel is the way to go. Made from linen in the U.S.A., they’re crisp,
light, and the perfect way to dry off after a dip.

Do you know a business or business owner that should be featured in ALIGN? Let us know!

The Bigger Picture
After your vacation when you have to plug in again, we have a great
way to help you transition back to digital life the right way. Our
friends over at RETURN have created an extremely valuable guide
with practical advice on how to regain privacy, control technology,
and escape Big Tech surveillance. From how to set up a secure VPN
to the best encrypted messaging apps, they have an extremely robust
list of do’s and don’ts to make your digital experience serve you.

Get Involved
Let us know your interests
and join our online forum.

Jobs
New Founding is hiring! If you
or someone you know is seeking

Add your business and its

a job aligned with their values,

products and services to

you can also peruse the open

our directory, or
recommend an aligned

community jobs board where our
members can list roles for which

business to our community.

they are hiring.

Subscribe to this newsletter
and invite your friends to
do the same.
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